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 Village of Briarcliff Manor Recreation Department 
 
 

YOUTH CENTER  
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

ABOUT THE CENTER 
 

The Village Youth Center is located on Van Lu Van Road, behind the Briarcliff Manor 

Municipal Building and the Briarcliff Post Office.  The facility, which was generously donated and 

moved to its current location by the Ginsberg Development Corp. in 1997, features approximately 2400 

square feet of interior space, a large deck, patio area and a lighted outdoor basketball court. It also 

provides an additional indoor facility suitable to house other programs and activities for the community 

at large.   
 

The full time recreation staff directs the center’s activities, and oversees our part-time staff of 

adult and college age program supervisors.  The center provides Briarcliff with a safe, supervised, 

centrally located, drug and alcohol free environment for resident youths.  The program includes special 

event and activity nights, as well as evenings with no “programmed” activities.  Students are encouraged 

to enjoy the many features of the center, which include, but are not limited to, a large game room with 

ping-pong, a TV lounge, a fully functional kitchen, and the basketball court. 
  

The Recreation Department is committed to providing the youth of Briarcliff with more 

opportunities for constructive use of their leisure time, and we will continue to work closely with other 

community groups to achieve this goal.  A successful Youth Center program requires the involvement 

and support of the entire community, and we are confident that together, our success will continue!  

 

ELIGIBILITY 
 

The Youth Center program is available to all students entering grades 5-8 in the Fall of 2016, 

who either reside within the Village of Briarcliff Manor, or attend school in the Briarcliff Manor School 

District.  Once a student becomes a member they may attend the Youth Center on the grade appropriate 

evenings as designated on the monthly schedule.  Members will be permitted to bring guests to the 

center at a cost of $5.00 per visit. Our guest policy is included in the “Participation Guidelines” found on 

pages 3-4. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

All students interested in participating in the Youth Center program are required to register with 

the Recreation Department. This system is being used to help us control and track usage. The Recreation 

Department reserves the right to deny entry to any individual unable to prove membership. 

 

FEES 
 

The membership fee for all students for the 2016-2017 program year is $40.00 for VBMR and 

$50.00 for BMSD residents.  

NOTE :  There may be additional charges associated with certain special events/activities that will be 

offered at the center. In all cases, these charges will be kept as low as possible, and will be used to help 

offset the costs of the event. 
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TO REGISTER 
 

All interested students, both new members and those renewing memberships for the 2016-2017 

program year, must complete the Youth Center registration form.  Please complete the form in its 

entirety, and bring it with you to submit when you register.  Note that a parental signature is required.  

The following schedule has been developed to provide new members with a wide range of convenient 

times and locations to register.  New members, as well as those renewing membership, may also register 

by mail. 

 

YOUTH CENTER PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES 
 

 The following guidelines have been developed in an effort to help all of us attain our goal of 

operating a safe, supervised, drug & alcohol free facility for the enjoyment and benefit of all of 

Briarcliff’s elementary, and middle school aged residents.  All potential Youth Center members, and 

their parents, should read and agree to abide by these guidelines prior to registering. 
 

 The Youth Center program is one that continues to evolve over time.  Experience, as well as 

feedback from students and parents, sometimes leads to adjustments in the way we operate.  The 

Recreation Department reserves the right to amend these guidelines, as needed, to better meet the needs 

and desires of our participants.  If you have any questions or suggestions regarding any of these policies, 

please call the Recreation Department at 941-6560.  Your input and ideas are welcomed, encouraged, 

and will be given full consideration!  Thank You! 

 

 

PARTICIPANT BEHAVIOR 
 

 All participants are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that is consistent with mature 

behavior. 

 Rights of others must be respected. 

 Excessive rowdiness, fighting, damaging the facility or its equipment, or any inappropriate behavior 

will result in suspension from the program and parents will be contacted.  If necessary, the incident 

will result in the payment for damages and, depending upon the circumstances, may be reported to 

the police. 

 Profanity in or around the program will not be tolerated. 

 Public displays of affection are discouraged around the program. 

 

DRUGS, ALCOHOL, SMOKING, ETC. . . .  
 

 No Smoking is allowed in or on the grounds of the Youth Center. 

 Absolutely no drugs, alcoholic beverages, controlled substances, including drug paraphernalia, or 

weapons are allowed in the Youth Center or surrounding areas. 

 Anyone in the Center, or the surrounding area, who is suspected by our adult staff members of being 

under the influence of, or having used drugs, alcohol or any controlled substance, or is suspected of 

being in possession of drug paraphernalia or any weapon will have their parents called. 

 Anyone found to be in possession of drugs, alcohol or any controlled substance, including drug 

paraphernalia or any weapon, while in the Center or the surrounding area, will be immediately 

reported to the Police, parents will be called, and the participant will be prohibited from using the 

Center. 
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DISCIPLINE POLICY 
 

 Ensuring that Youth Center is an enjoyable and positive experience for everyone requires that 

each member exhibit and maintain an acceptable level of behavior.  Establishing parameters for proper 

behavior and consistently enforcing a fair and reasonable discipline policy assists in protecting the 

health, safety and security of all members.  The following is an outline of the standard operating 

procedures that will be followed by our staff members when dealing with behavioral issues at the Youth 

Center: 

 

1
st
 incident:  Youth Center staff will speak to the individual about their behavior & explain why the 

behavior is unacceptable.  The individual will be removed briefly from the activity and will also be 

informed that any further incidents will result in the Youth Center Supervisor having to call their 

parents.  Staff report 1
st
 incident to the supervisor who makes a note in their log book. 

 

2
nd

 incident:  Youth Center staff will speak to the individual again, explain why their behavior is 

unacceptable, and again remove the individual briefly from the activity. The individual will stay in the 

office and will not participate in activities for a time period to be determined by the supervisor.  The 

supervisor places a call to the parents to review the situation and inform them that the next incident 

(which will be their child’s 3
rd

) will lead to a suspension.  The supervisor also informs the Youth Center 

Director and the Superintendent of Recreation of the latest incident and subsequent discussion with the 

child’s parents. 

  

3
rd

 incident:  Youth Center staff will bring the individual to the Youth Center Supervisor who will 

contact the child’s parents, request their immediate pick-up from the Youth Center and explain that the 

child is subject to suspension which will be determined by the full time recreation staff.  The Youth 

Center Supervisor, Youth Center Director and/or Superintendent, and at least one parent must have a 

face-to-face meeting prior to the child being permitted to return to Youth Center. This parental meeting 

will be the final discussion regarding the child’s behavioral issues and it will be made clear that the next 

incident will result in the child’s dismissal from the program with no refund of fees paid.  

        

4
th

 incident:  Youth Center staff will bring the individual to the Youth Center Supervisor who will 

contact the Youth Center Director.  The Youth Center Director will consult with the Superintendent.  

Upon the direction of the Superintendent, the Youth Center Director will place the call to the child’s 

parents to inform them of their child’s dismissal from the Youth Center.  

 

 
It is certainly not our desire to dismiss children from the program, and most behavioral problems will be 

corrected long before a third or fourth incident occurs.  Our policy is designed to resolve behavioral 

issues promptly, and with the assistance of the member’s parents.  Poor behavior by one child can, and 

usually does, negatively impact the children around them.  We will not allow recurring incidents of 

unacceptable behavior to ruin the Youth Center experience for others, and we expect that parents will 

understand, agree, and work with us to avoid such incidents. 
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Please note that the disciplinary steps outlined here are standard procedures, and that all 

incidents at the Youth Center will be reviewed and handled based upon the individual 

circumstances involved.  If an incident is determined to be of a more serious nature than the 

standard procedures are designed to address, the Youth Center Supervisor will involve full-time 

Recreation Department personnel immediately and subsequent actions will be determined and 

directed by the Superintendent of Recreation and Parks, such cases include: 
 

1) Smoking. 

2) Use of drugs, intoxicants or alcohol. 

3) Failure to adhere to official regulations, safety precautions, instructions or order/directions 

given by Youth Center Staff, area officials or other outside instructors. 

4) Unsafe behavior that may result in injury to oneself or others. 

5) Any abusive behavior, physical or verbal, towards other members or staff. 

 

ARRIVAL AND SIGN-IN 
 

All participants will be required to sign-in upon arrival at the Youth Center grounds.  Members 

may not make use of any Youth Center facilities until they have properly signed in. 

 

LEAVING THE CENTER AFTER SIGN-IN 
 
 

Members will not be permitted to leave the grounds of the Youth Center unless they are signing 

out for the duration of the session and being picked up by a parent.   

If someone other than their parent is picking them up (i.e. a friend’s parent, taxi), or if they are 

walking home, please communicate this to the Youth Center Staff at drop off.  The staff reserves 

the right to verify their plans with a phone call to the parent.  Parents may also communicate 

their wishes to our staff by phone or in writing.   

 

GUEST POLICY 
 

 Youth Center members are permitted to bring two (2) non-resident (or non-member) student guests 

to the program providing they register them each evening with the Director on duty.  

  A $5.00 guest fee will be charged for each guest. 

 Those people who bring a guest are responsible for their guest’s behavior and must accompany them 

during their visit. 

 All guests must arrive and depart with their hosts, and be of appropriate age for the session 

attending.   

 

GENERAL  

 Members must comply with all directions given to them by the Youth Center staff. 

 The Youth Center staff reserves the right to refuse entrance to any person who does not comply 

with the Center guidelines, or the direction of one of the staff members. 

 The Youth Center staff reserves the right to dismiss any member who is in violation of any of the 

Youth Center guidelines, or whose behavior is considered inappropriate.  If it is determined that 

dismissal from a session is in order, the Youth Center staff will notify the student’s parent or 

guardian.   

 The Recreation Department may suspend or revoke the membership privileges of any participant 

who is in violation of any policy. 
 


