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NEW SEABELT REGULATIONS 
 

With the vacation season here it is a good time to talk about seatbelt and child safety seat use.  On 
March 27, 2005, there was an important change to the seatbelt use law.  The law now re-
quires that children who are 4 years old and older, but under the age of 7, to be restrained 
in either a weight appropriate child safety seat or a booster seat in conjunction with the ve-
hicles safety seat. Parents should take a few minutes to make sure that the child safety seat 
or booster seat that you use is the appropriate one for your child. If you currently don’t use 
a safety seat or booster seat, please start.   
 
A recent study by the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia found that the use of belt-
positioning booster seats lowers the risk of injury to children in crashes by 59 percent, 
compared with the use of vehicle safety belts. Booster seat use substantially reduces the 
risk of injury to children 4 to 8 years old. For more information on child seat use visit the 
National Highway Transportation Safety Administration at www.nhtsa.dot.gov. For more 
information on the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law visit the New York State De-
partment of Motor Vehicle’s Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee website at 
www.nysgtsc.state.ny.us   


