OPEN SPACE POLICY

VILLAGE OF BRIARCLIFF MANOR
Adopted by the Board of Trustees – December 18, 2008

Open Space is land that is not intensively developed for residential, commercial, industrial or institutional use.  It serves many purposes, whether it is publicly or privately owned.  What determines open space depends in part on its surroundings.  A vacant lot, community garden or small marsh can be open space in a big city.  A narrow corridor or pathway for bicycling is open space even though it may be surrounded by developed areas.

For the purposes of the Open Space Policy of the Village of Briarcliff Manor, open space land will be defined as:

1. Any land area zoned for open space by an adopted comprehensive land use plan.

2. Any land area in which the preservation in its present use would:

a. Conserve and enhance natural resources

b. Protect streams or water supply

c. Promote conservation of soils, wetlands, or river banks

d. Enhance the value to the public of abutting or neighboring parks, forest, wildlife preserves, nature reservations or other open space

e. Enhance recreation opportunities

f. Preserve historic sites

The Briarcliff Manor Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the Board of Trustees on December 6, 2007 states in Section 3.1, Village-Wide Vision:

The vision for the Village’s future is based upon protecting its neighborhoods and the natural environment.  To protect and enhance the good quality of life in the Village, we will:

· Provide open space, parks and both passive and active recreation opportunities for all villagers.

The adoption of this policy is designed to address how the Village will provide for and protect, open space, which shall include but not be limited to:

· Recreation space, both active and passive

· Undeveloped expanses of land in their natural state

· The Village’s scenic location along the Hudson River

· Natural buffering in areas of new development

· Unique habitats
· Significant natural features
POLICY STATEMENT
It shall be the policy of the Village to encourage preservation of open space as an important element in shaping development in Briarcliff Manor as the Village strives to preserve its aesthetic and environmental qualities.  
At present, the Village’s open space parcels falls into the following ownership categories:

Village owned.

· Previously designated as parkland or deed restricted

· Land not designated or deed restricted

Privately owned in residential zoning districts.  (Some property with conservation easements or deed restricted).

Corporate and Institutions.

Business Recreation (golf courses)

Owned by religious institutions

Owned by other governmental entities

Schools and universities

The Board of Trustees shall work to maintain the open space character of the Village.

1.  Village owned Open Space 

Assure that parcels owned by the Village, and not needed for other municipal purposes to include, but not be limited to a) dedication of the land as parkland; or b) evaluate for possible sale with portion of the proceeds available for the acquisition/preservation of other open space parcels

2.  Acquisition of Open Space.  

· At the discretion of the Board, make funds available, for partnership with existing land trusts, (including budget appropriations, financing mechanisms, donations of monies for land purchases, or fundraising techniques) for the purchase of open space.  Consideration will be given in the decision making process to the following:

· The purchase is essential to the preservation and maintenance of the open space

· Other options for its preservation have not succeeded or are unlikely to succeed.

· Encourage private donation(s) of land for Village open space. 

· Seek grant monies available for purchase/preservation and maintenance of open space

3.  Private Conservation Efforts

The Village shall support and encourage private conservation efforts which result in the preservation of open space, including conservation easements and land trusts.

4.  Manage future growth on current undeveloped large parcels of land through the use of planning, legislative and discretionary tools 

The Board of Trustees and the Village land use boards shall consider the following legislative actions to manage development and preserve open space, including but not limited to:

· Upzoning

· Conservation subdivisions 

· Resident purchase of “buffer” property between private lot and open space.

· Open Space dedication or fees to land trust in lieu of such dedication.

· A requirement that a certain percentage of land that is the subject of a subdivision be proportionally reserved and maintained as open space

· Preservation or creation of natural roadside buffers.
· Provide for proper maintenance of open space areas (e.g. provide for maintenance requirements in site plan approvals or special use permits which are clear to the property owners responsible for maintenance and the Village staff responsible for enforcement).
Strengthen tree preservation laws to (a) restrict clear cutting of trees for new subdivisions as well as buffers to existing homes that may alter Village character. 
5.  Linkages/Access/Maintenance

The Village shall provide safe access to all active and passive recreation parcels. For the purposes of this policy active and passive recreation parcels are identified below:

Active:

· Jackson Road Park

· Neighborhood Park

· Law Park

· Chilmark 

· McCrum Field

Passive:
· Nichols Open Space Area

· Cedar Drive Open Area

· Pine Road Park

· School Road Open Area

· Farm Road Open Area (adjacent to Erani and Mearl)

· Pocantico Park

· Aspinwall Open Space Area

· Scarborough Park

· The Village shall work with other governmental entities to create linkages and access between Village open space and open space maintained by those other governmental entities (local, county and state parks and open space).

· Where linkages are possible, the Village shall work to create trailway systems to connect the open spaces.

· Where linkages are possible, the Village shall work to create access and or parking areas adjacent to the linked areas to provide for residents and other persons to safely access  

